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Murder and Other Charges Filed Against Oxnard Man

VENTURA, Calif. — The Ventura County District Attorney’s Office announced today that

Willis Nichols (DOB 03/15/03), of Oxnard, was ordered to stand trial for charges involving two
separate shootings. Nichols has been charged with five felony counts including murder, for the
shooting death of Adrian Sandoval.

The first alleged shooting was on December 24, 2021, when Nichols is accused of firing at a
vehicle in a parking lot at The Collection Riverpark in Oxnard. Bullets struck one victim several

times causing severe injury. Another person in the vehicle was narrowly missed.

The second alleged shooting occurred on March 12, 2022. Nichols is the accused gunman in the
killing of Adrian Sandoval. The shooting happened at an abandoned Oxnard retail building.

Mr. Sandoval died at the scene. Bullets struck at least two other partygoers causing significant
injury.

Senior Deputy District Attorney Theresa Pollara, a member of the Ventura County District

Attorney’s Office Major Crimes Homicide Unit, is prosecuting the case.

Nichols is scheduled for arraignment on October 4, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. in courtroom 12 of the
Ventura County Superior Court. He remains in custody without bail.

Case: 2022016583
Defendant Information:
Willis Nichols (DOB 03/15/03)

Oxnard

Special Allegations:
e PC 12022.53(d) — Personal and intentional
discharge of a firearm causing death
e (3 counts) PC 12022.7(a) — GBI in commission
of felony
e (4 counts) PC 12022.5(a)(1) — Use of a firearm

Charges:
e PC 187(a) — Murder

e (4 counts) PC 245(b) — Assault with a
semiautomatic firearm

The Ventura County District Attorney’s Office is the public prosecutor for the county’s 850,000 residents. The office employs approximately 300 employees including

attorneys, investigators, victim advocates, and professional support staff who strive to seek justice, ensure public safety, and protect the rights of crime victims.
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